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Who flees now gains disgrace thereby.
Now from the town arose the cry
That all the Turks were drawing near
In full force, seeking front and rear
To catch and hold us in this manner j
The noble king came with his banner
And with him two more of his knights.27

When he went in, the first to greet
Him in the middle of a street
Were three Turks mounted sumptuously.
He fell upon them royally,
And with such dash and fury struck
Them that in little time he took
Two horses, and the Turks he slew.
The other Turks by force he threw
Out of the town, then did not wait
But had blocked up at once the gate
Which they had entered, and took care
That sentries should be stationed there.
And then without delay he sped
To the galleys, where his men had fled
In their great terror and distress.
Richard, the son of nobleness,
Went to encourage them once more:
He got them to come back to shore,
Being able in this way to rally
All of his troops. Thus in each galley                               n,6oo
Were left but five men. Leading the rest,
Back to the host he sped with zest.
THE   HEROISM   OF  RICHARD
They had not rested. Then did he
His charge of great audacity.
Never did man such mighty deed:
27 The Itinerartum (p. 420) gives two knights and two arbalesters.